





OUR PARISH CENTRE - THE PAST

One of the great assets of our Parish
has been the availability of a Parish Centre
for the community of St Joseph's to gather together

1919: A Parish Hall, re-assembled from a Great War wooden hut, is
built in Apton Road by volunteer labour from within the Parish.
1965: A new Parish Hall is built alongside the first.

1975: The Hall is extended to accommodate a social club, which
provides a valuable facility for the wider community.

1989: The Youth Hall extension is completed. It is opened and blessed
by H E Cardinal Hume, Archbishop of Westminster.

2005: A Parish meeting acknowledges the poor state of the Centre.

2008: St Michael's Church invites St Joseph's to join with them in
building a Parish Centre with room for both churches.

2009: Building commences with the opening ceremony planned for
Autumn 2010.




OUR PARISH CENTRE - THE FUTURE

GROUND FLOOR

- HALL.: seating up‘to 150 people - we can enjoyE drama
productions, presentations and musical entertainment;
Majellans’ mothers and toddlers can gather here, and
instruction sessions can be held here for both the First
Holy Communicants and the Confirmation candidates. -

A sliding partition will provide the opportunity to crea
" two smaller rooms within the hall for different types qf nctions.

KITGHEN: equlpped with, oven and hob, dlshwasther water‘meer and
frldge]freezer ST JOSEPHS ]
MAIN HALL o=
ey
STO EROOM which can double as a temporary bar-serving point; bulky,
light items such as the folding stage-system, tables and chairs and, potentially,

BBQ $qu1pment can be stored here.

i

FIIiST FLOOR

SMALL OFFICE: provides an independent office space foLr Parish Groups;
the Parish Magazine could be produced from here and preparation for both
the First Holy Communion and Confirmation programmes could make use
of the facilities ie guillotine, internet access, binding machme and
photlocopler , ;
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T\W? FURTHER ROOMS: partitions will enable meetmgs both‘large and

small. One of 'l!hese two'rooms, the Youth and Knowledge Centre w111 give

rooms will be equipped with aud10/v1sual equipment for
presentations and group discussions. Video-streamingswill
be possible. | I8 4

A lift and staircase will provide access between the floors.
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OUR PARISH CENTRE - MONEY TALK

WINDHILL CHURCHES' CENTRE

How much is the new centre going to cost?

The total cost to St Joseph's will be close to £1 million; St Michael's providing
£1m for their half of the building costs. The proceeds from the sale of the
Apton Road site — around £715,000 — will contribute towards our efforts, as
will £185,000 from our reserves, income and past fund-raising activities. So we
are left with £100,000 to raise to complete the project, currently covered by a
loan account provided by the Diocese to fund the project.

Current status of the fund is available on the website (see back page) and on

the display boards in Church.

How will we raise this money?

Today we are launching a major new appeal: its objective is to raise £100,000
over the next two years. We are asking our fellow parishioners, to contribute
towards the appeal — no sum will be considered too small and, for those in a
reasonably strong financial position, perhaps a larger amount might be
possible.

There will be four ways to contribute:-

@® by monthly banker’s order over the next 24 months;

® by special envelope payment over the same period;

@® by sponsoring an item from the fitting-out list for the new centre; and/or
® by one-off donation.

To enable you to support the appeal, we ask you to complete a commitment
card. We will then provide you with the necessary forms to complete,
including the all-important Gift Aid forms

which, if you are a tax-payer, will add 28p in

value to every £1 you contribute - at no extra

cost to yourselfl

If you wish to discuss a legacy donation,
please contact No 3.




OUR PARISH CENTRE - MONEY TALK
..CONTINUED

[s £100,000 an achievable target?

£100,000 sounds a great deal of money, but look at it this way:

if 75 families, individuals or groups of parishioners were each prepared to
make a one-off donation of £500, or to contribute an extra £5 per week for the
next 24 months, we would raise close to £40,000;

if another 100 families, individuals or groups of parishioners were to make a
one-off donation of £250 or contribute an extra £2.50 per week for the next 24
months we would raise over £25,000;

if all the items shown on the fitting-out list were sponsored by families,
individuals or groups of parishioners we would raise a further £20,000.

Approached in this manner, you can see that our target is within reach but, of
course, it will require as many parishioners as are able to do what they can to
support this important appeal.

Please remember that, if you are unable to contribute any more
than you already give to the Parish, you should not feel
pressurised into contributing.




ST JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Our local primary school is also

undertaking vital building works. To help
them achieve the completion of this
project, 10% of all funds we raise will be
passed to St Joseph's School.

Mr Peter Coldwell, Headteacher, writes:-

"Last year, St Joseph's celebrated 100 years of providing a high-quality
education to children of Catholic families. However, in the midst of our
year of celebration, we discovered that our Reception Class had to be rebuilt
urgently. The Diocese has given us an "“in principle” agreement to loan us
sufficient funds to build a classroom block - on the understanding that we will
make a 10% contribution of the final costs. We expect to have to find at least
£40,000.

We are blessed with both a very talented staff and a highly-effective
Governing Body, which includes Canon Eddie and a number of our
Parishioners.

Our school mission is to "Live, love and learn in a caring Christian
community”. This new block will allow us to continue to live out our school
mission and provide our youngest school children with the best possible start
to their school life.

We are most grateful to Canon Eddie and the Parish for this offer of financial
support. All funds raised on our behalf will go towards our 10% contribution
and the Governing Body Building Fund.

Thank you."




FUND-RAISING COMMITTEE

Chair: Sabine Lee

e-mail: catholicstortford@btconnect.com

Audrey Costley Emma Lane
(Inter-faith and Justice & Peace) (PPC)
Bill Moodie
Stephen Craston (Alternate for the KSC)
(SVP, PPC and Catenians)
Tony Moylan
Astrid Davies (PPC and Catenians)
(Parish Magazine)
Bertie Napier
Yvonne Fordyce (PPC and Catenians)
(Encounter)
Jill Ormondroyd
Alison Gornall (CWL)
(PPC and PFC)
Angela Tyson
Abigail Jones (Choir)
(PPQC)
Ann Wojcik
Bernard Judge (Choir)

Tony Wood
(KSC, PPC and Joint Hall
Standing Committee)

PARISH CLERGY
Canon Edward Matthews
3 Windhill, Bishop's Stortford, Herts, CM23 2ND
Telephone: 01279 654063
Fax: 01279 755416
e-mail: bishopsstortford@rcdow.org.uk
website: www.catholicstortford.org
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Westminster Roman Catholic Diocese Trustee (WRCDT)
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